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1

In accordance with a resolution of the Council of the University of Canberra, being responsible for the preparation
of the annual financial report of the University and the judgements exercised in preparing it, we state that:

In our opinion, the following financial report provides a true and fair view of the financial transactions of the
University.

The financial report has been prepared in accordance with the Financial Management Act 1996 as amended by the
University of Canberra Act 1989, Australian Accounting Standards and other mandatory professional reporting
requirements.

In our opinion, at the time of this report there are reasonable grounds to believe that the University will be able to
pay its debts as and when they fall due.

The amount of the Australian Government financial assistance expended during the reporting period was for the
purpose for which it was intended and the University of Canberra has complied with applicable legislation,
contracts, agreements and programme guidelines in making expenditure.

On behalf of the Council

Signed in Canberra this 20th day of April 2009

Professor Ingrid Moses Professor Stephen Parker
Chancellor Vice-Chancellor
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2

Members of the University Council

Chancellor of the University
Ingrid Moses, DiplSozWirt Erlangen-Nürnberg, GradDipTertEd DDIAE-SQld, MA, PhD Qld., HonDLitt UTS, CSU-S, FACE,

FSRHE, FACEL – Appointed by Council 1 January 2006.  Reappointed 1 January 2008.  Current tenure expires

31 December 2010.   

Deputy Chancellor
Bob Prosser, MA Oxon, FICAA, FICAEW, MAICD, SA Fin – Appointed by Council from 2 October 2005 to 22 March 2007.

Appointed by Chief Minister from 23 March 2007 to 31 December 2009.  Appointed Deputy Chancellor 5 December 2008.   

Vice-Chancellor
Stephen Parker, LLB Newcastle UK, PhD Wales, Solicitor of the Supreme Court of England & Wales, Barrister and Solicitor

ACT, Barrister-at-Law Qld – Appointment commenced 1 March 2007.  Current tenure expires 29 February 2012.   

Chair, Academic Board
George Cho, AM, BA (Hons) Malaya, MA Br Col, PhD, LLB ANU, Grad Cert Higher Ed Canberra, Barrister and Solicitor

ACT, Barrister NSW & High Court of Australia – Appointed by Council 7 December 2007, term commenced 1 January 2008.

Current tenure expires 31 December 2010.

Appointed by the ACT Chief Minister
Michael Bryce, AM, AE B Arch Qld HonD Canberra, FRAIA, LFDIA, FRSA, AADM – Appointed by Council from

1 December 2003 to 22 March 2007.  Appointed by the Chief Minister from 23 March 2007 to 31 December 2009.  Resigned

30 June 2008.   

Tom Calma, AssocDipSocialWork SAIT – Appointed by the Chief Minister 21 October 2008.  Tenure expires

20 October 2011.  

Ian Davis, BA (Hons) Syd – Appointed by the Chief Minister on 1 December 2003.  Reappointed by Chief Minister

23 March 2007.  Tenure expired 30 June 2008.   

Rosemary Follett, AO, BA Admin Canberra CAE – Appointed by the Chief Minister 21 October 2008.  Tenure expires

20 October 2011.

Margaret Gillespie – Appointed by the Chief Minister 21 October 2008.  Tenure expires 20 October 2011.

Anne Holmes, BA (Hons) BEc, MMgt (Ind Str) ANU, Dip Ed Monash, PhD ANU - Appointed by the Chief Minister 26 March

2004.  Reappointed by Chief Minister 23 March 2007.  Resigned 30 April 2008.   

Brand Hoff, BA Comp St Canberra CAE, FAICD, MACS – Appointed by the Chief Minister 1 December 2003.  Reappointed

by Chief Minister 23 March 2007.  Tenure expired 30 June 2008.

John Kalokerinos, JP BA LLB (Hons) LLM ANU, Legal Practitioner ACT and NSW, Barrister and Solicitor of the High Court

of Australia – Appointed by the Chief Minister on 21 September 2004.  Reappointed by Chief Minister 23 March 2007.  Tenure

expired 30 June 2008.   

Marion Reilly, BA Admin Canberra – Appointed by Chief Minister 26 March 2004.  Reappointed by Chief Minister

23 March 2007.  Current tenure expires 31 December 2009.   

Sarah Ryan, BSc (Agric) (Hons), PhD W.Aust.  GradDipDevelopmentStudies Deakin – Appointed by the Chief Minister

21 October 2008.  Tenure expires 20 October 2011.

Sarah Schoonwater, BA(Econ) W’gong, LLB (Hons) UNE – Appointed by the Chief Minister 21 October 2008.  Tenure

expires 20 October 2011.

Maria Storti, BEc ANU, MBA Canberra, FCA, GAICD – Appointed by the Chief Minister 21 October 2008.  Tenure expires

20 October 2011.

Anne Trimmer, BA, LLB ANU, Barrister & Solicitor ACT, Solicitor NSW – Appointed to Council 7 April 1997; reappointed

12 July 2001. Tenure expired 1 July 2003.  Reappointed 26 March 2004.  Appointed Deputy Chancellor 12 April 2005.

Appointed by the Chief Minister 23 March 2007.  Tenure expired 30 June 2008.   

Elected by the Academic Staff

Dale Kleeman, BSc (Hons) ANU, GradDip OpRes Canberra CAE – Elected to Council 27 September 2000; re-elected 27

September 2002, 2006 and 2007.  Current tenure expires 26 September 2009.

Elected by the General Staff

Stacey Durrell, BA Admin Canberra – Elected to Council 27 September 2005; re-elected 27 September 2007.  Current tenure

expires 26 September 2009.
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Members of the University Council  (Continued)

Elected by the Students

Elizabeth (Liz) Bennett, Grad Cert Management SA, MBA SA – Elected to Council by undergraduate students on

27 September 2008.  Current tenure expires 26 September 2009.   

Marc Emerson, BA Comm Grad Dip Public Admin Canberra – Elected by undergraduate students 27 September 2004.

Resigned December 2004.  Elected by postgraduate students 27 September 2005; re-elected 27 September 2007.  Tenure expired

26 September 2008.

Jobu Koshy Jacob – Elected to Council by postgraduate students on 27 September 2008.  Resigned 3 December 2008.   

Lyndon Mayfield – Elected to Council by undergraduate students on 27 September 2006; re-elected 27 September 2007.

Tenure expired 26 September 2008.
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5

Introduction
The year under review was one of rebuilding and repositioning the University of Canberra to create a sustainable foundation
for strategies and development programs which will assure its financial base and prevent a repetition of 2007’s financial
challenges.  The year was the second of the five-year program aimed at re-making the University, and the program has
already produced early benefits. The year witnessed a significant and positive turn around in the financial results of the
University; with an operating deficit of nearly $15.9 million in 2007 compared to an operating surplus of $0.6 million in
2008.  This result was achieved through a number of initiatives, including:

•  introduction of new course offerings, including cultural heritage and urban and regional planning, which have
attracted new students to the University and represent the first initiatives in restructuring the academic programs
of the University;

•  more effective marketing of the University’s courses and an emphasis on the quality and professional base of
University courses;

•  initiatives to reduce the operating costs of the University, including a review of procurement policies and
practices relating to the provision of goods and services to the University;

• rejuvenation of the University’s governance and financial oversight by both the Council and senior executives of
the University, and an emphasis on accountability and the introduction of effective and robust business practices,
based on identifying, managing and minimising the risk exposure of the University; and

•  the University’s success in attracting major grants and external budget allocations to augment the operating
budget of the University and facilitate the redevelopment of parts of the University campus and courses.

 
As outlined below, numerous exercises were commenced in 2007 to strengthen the University and assure its prospects were
implemented during 2008 and the early benefits of these initiatives were evident by the close of the year.

Principal Activities
During the year the principal activities of the University and the consolidated entity (including the University of Canberra
College Pty. Ltd. and UCU Ltd.) consisted of the:

• Provision of education to Australian and international students;
• Research and consulting activities;
• Hospitality and recreational services; and
• Service to the community.

There were no significant changes in the nature of the principal activities of the University and the consolidated entity
during the year.

Review of Operations
The University commenced or completed the following major processes during 2008:

• The strategic planning exercise of 2007, which led to the adoption by the University Council in December 2007 of
a new strategic plan (The University of Canberra’s Thirty-Nine Steps) moved to an implementation phase and was
evident in many of the initiatives introduced through 2008;

•  The Review of the University’s positioning and marketing strategy during 2007, leading to the adoption of
Australia’s Capital University’ as a statement which encapsulates the University’s commitment to Canberra and
the surrounding region, underpinned the University’s marketing program during 2008, leading to an increase in
student demand into 2009;

•  The review of the administrative structure, leading to centralised administrative services commencing on 1
January 2008, formed a strong basis for the University to implement standard whole-of-University procurement
policies and practices, designed to result in significant savings in operating costs from 2009;

•  A review of the structure of the academic calendar was completed during 2008 with a new three-teaching period
structure to be implemented from 2010;

•  The review of the academic structure during 2007, which led to the replacement on 1 January 2008 of the three
academic divisions by eight faculties, led to strengthened accountability and commitment at the local level to the
University’s academic program and initiatives to review and rejuvenate the program;

•  A campus master planning exercise, originally due to be completed in April 2008 and designed to facilitate
appropriate, sustained development of the University’s campus, continued through 2008 as the University
engaged the Hornery Institute to augment the existing review process by Lyons Architects;

• The first part of the audit by the Australian Universities Quality Agency (AUQA) was completed in October 2008.
The audit led the University to document, review and revise a wide range of internal policies, procedures and
practices, many of which were then subject to external scrutiny, evaluation and report by AUQA. The final report of
the audit was released in January 2009;

• The first part of the new student residences project, the renovation of several existing residences, was completed in
early 2008 and the first stage of the construction of new residences, comprising 300 of an eventual 520 beds, was
completed in late 2008 for occupation from early 2009.



Annual report 
2008 65

FIN
A

N
CIA

L R
EP

O
R

T
UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA

report by the members of the university of canberra council
For the year ended 31 December 2008 

University of Canberra
Report by the Members of the University of Canberra Council
For the year ended 31 December 2008

6

Review of Operations (continued)
Also, during the year, as foreshadowed in the 2006 report, stronger collaborative links with the Canberra Institute of
Technology were forged and stronger links with the Australian National University were foreshadowed with the signing in
December 2008 of a Letter of Intent, establishing a firmer relationship between the University and the Australian National
University which will underpin further discussions and collaboration.

Significant Changes in State of Affairs
The University signed a memorandum of understanding with the ACT Government to formalise the already strong
relationship between the University and the ACT Government.

Six of the eight members of Council, appointed by the Chief Minister under section 11(1) (d) of the University of Canberra
Act 1989, resigned due to changes in their personal circumstances or retired at the expiry of their terms of appointment on
30 June 2008. New members were appointed by the Chief Minister from 21 October 2008.

Subsequent Events
At the time of signing the University’s financial report there are no significant subsequent events other than those are
disclosed in note 34 ‘Events occurring after the balance sheet date.

Future Developments
The adoption of a new campus masterplan in 2009 will lead to significant development of the University campus, and
improvements to teaching and research facilities.

The University expects to make further administrative reforms as the last phase of the initiatives referred to in the
Introduction above.  These will involve reductions in the number of administrative staff employed by the University.

Environmental Regulation
During the year, the University complied with ACT Government water restrictions. There are no other particular and
significant environmental regulations affecting it under the Australian Government, State or Territory law.  

Insurance of Employees
Members of Council and employees of the University of Canberra are insured to the limit of $10 million per claim against
wrongful acts. For these purposes, such acts include: any actual or alleged breach of duty or trust, neglect, error,
misstatement, misleading statement, omission, breach of warranty or authority, or other act done or attempted by, or other
matter claimed against, any Council Members or Officers of the University, wherever and whenever while acting in their
individual or collective capacities on behalf of the University.

Legal Proceedings
The University had the following legal matters pending as at 31 December 2008.

• A claim by a student to the ACT Discrimination Tribunal.  The claim has not been progressed for some time;
• Proceedings for damages for injuries suffered to an infant at the University campus.  The proceedings are currently

being defended by the University and the claim is covered by the University’s insurer, UniMutual;
• A claim by a former client in Pakistan relating to English language (IELTS) testing;
• A claim in the NSW District Court by a former agent relating to fees;
• A possible claim by a former teaching institute partner relating to tuition fees;
• A claim relating to the personal injury of a student due to a fall.  The insurers have not assessed the prospects of

the claim and proceedings have not been commenced;
• A potential claim relating to the personal injury of an employee in the gymnasium.  The insurers have not assessed

the prospects of the claim; and
• A threatened claim by a student of the University arising out of her studies.

This report is made in accordance with a resolution of the members of the Council.

On behalf of the Council

Signed at Canberra this 20th day of April 2009

Professor Stephen Parker
Vice-Chancellor
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